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FIFTH-GRADE STATE REPORT

Dear Parents/Guardians:


We have come to that time of year where fifth-grade students research and write a state report. 


Attached are the guidelines for students to follow in writing the report.  Most of the report will be researched, written, and put together inside of school.


I ask that you guide your son or daughter in doing research on the state.  Students must write the report using their own thoughts and words and not copy from books or other sources.  Students should enjoy doing the state report from their own perspective.  Your encouragement will mean a lot to your son or daughter!


Oral presentations on the states researched will be given.  We will also be filming their presentations.


Grades will be given for the state report (Social Studies) and for the oral presentation (English).  


If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

Thank you,

Ms. Medrano
State Report Guidelines


The State Report will be done using an outline (with note cards) and a draft before writing the final report.  Students are to organize their reports in an outline.  The outline must be written on the “Outline” sheet provided.


The outline & note cards are due Friday, December 17.  After the outline and cards are checked by the teacher, they will be returned, and the students may continue doing research using books, magazines, the Internet, and other sources.  Additional information may be added to the outline.  


The outline and the draft with the handwritten corrections are due Friday, January 14th.  The draft should include the written parts of the report.  The outline and draft may be printed or written in cursive (not typed). After the outline and rough draft are returned, parents are asked to proofread the draft with your son or daughter before giving it to the teacher.  (There are many lengthy reports for the teacher to review.)  Please do not correct the drafts on the computer.  Instead, make handwritten corrections on the draft so the teacher can see the changes in the proofreading step. 


The outline, the draft with the handwritten corrections, and the final report are due Monday, February 7th.


Reports may be typed. Report should be done in 12-point font, Times New Roman and double-spaced. Students should use their imagination and creativity in making an interesting report! 


Oral presentations will begin Monday, February 7th. Guidelines:
· Tell when your state was added to the Union.

· Tell your State’s Nickname.

· Show drawing of State Flag (from your report) and explain the meaning and importance of the flag.

· Name and briefly describe three famous people from your state.

· Tell the five best things about your state.

· Remember your presentation should be 2-3 minutes long.

STATE REPORT CRITERIA CHECKLIST

______ Report cover used

_____ Cover complete

_____ Table of Contents (topics and pages listed)

_____ Introduction

_____ Handwritten pages in cursive written in blue or black ink, skipping lines

______ Typed pages in 12-font, New Times Roman, & Double-spaced

______ Complete Sentences used

_____ Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation correct

_____ Paragraphs indented 

_____ Maps, charts and pictures must have a title & key

_____ Maps, charts and pictures must be hand-drawn and colored

_____ All 11 categories in report (each category must be titled) 

_____ Closing Paragraph

_____ Bibliography (five sources – must include 3 books or 2 books & encyclopedia)

_____ Order of Report – with pages numbered



Cover page – not numbered



Page 2 – Table of Contents



Page 3 – Introduction



Categories 4 to 10 can be in any order!



Closing paragraph



Last page – Bibliography

______ Outline and draft must be handed in with the state report or the report grade will be dropped.

STATE REPORT RUBRIC

• REPORT
CONTENT







(50) ____________

Content is the information you present. 

CRITERIA







(30) ____________

Criteria is doing the report’s requirements. 

CREATIVITY






(20) ____________

Creativity is using your imagination!

•PRESENTATION 

Being prepared and knowing your


(50) ____________

information.

TOTAL ____________

/150
STATE REPORT CATEGORIES


1. COVER

List the following information on your top cover sheet:




Title 

(name of your state)




Name
(your own, first & last) and number




Grade 
(5th or Fifth Grade)




Teacher
(Ms. Wojciechowicz)




Date

(Date that report is due)

You may add pictures, drawings, phrases, or anything else to make your cover page more exciting!

2. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Pg. 2
List topics and page numbers.  

Do this page last.

3. INTRODUCTION

Pg. 3

(1- page minimum)





Write about these using complete sentences:

a. what state you have been given

b. what you thought/knew about your state before you started your report

c. what you will be writing and showing in your  report.

[image: image2.wmf] 


4. GEOGRAPHY

a. Required:  Make a state map of the state capital and the major cities. 
b. It should also include at least one of these:
· Rivers and other bodies of water
· Indian tribes
· Physical features (forests, mountains, plains, deserts, valleys, caverns, caves, canyons, etc.) 
· Major points of interest (historical and recreational sites)
· Location, bordering states and/or countries
5. HISTORY

Write about at least one of these topics: (1-page minimum)

* Explorers

* Indian tribes 
* Settlers 
* Government

* Past and current events 

* Wars and battles

6. FAMOUS PEOPLE

Write about three famous people from your state: (1-page minimum)


* Presidents 
* Indians 

*Authors 

* Inventors


*War Heros
*Athletes

* Actors/Actresses

7. NATURAL RESOURCES / INDUSTRY/ PRODUCTS

Make a map or chart of at least one of the following:

· Farm crops (wheat, corn, cotton, etc.)

· Dairy products

· Mining (oil, coal, gold, silver, uranium, borax, etc.)

· Auto or other industries

8. CLIMATE

Make a map or chart about one of the following:

· Average rainfall (precipitation)

· Average temperatures (summer and winter)

· How elevation of bodies of water affect your state’s climate

· The effect climate has on your state’s resources and industries such as faming and ranching.

9.   STATE SYMBOLS

a. Required: illustrate your state seal and state flag.

b. Also, illustrate at least one of the following:

· State bird 

· state flower 

· state animal

c. Write about all the illustrations explaining their significance: 


(1-page minimum)

10.   CLOSING PARAGRAPH (REACTIONS)

Required:  
(1-page minimum)

Answer these questions using complete sentences for each category.

a. What did you like most about your state?

b. Why?
c. What did you dislike?

d. Why?
e. What makes your state interesting for others to want to visit or live there? 

f,g,h. 
Tell about three things everyone should know and remember about your state. 

11.   BIBLIOGRAPHY

List at least two resources you used for your report.

State of ______________________

      Name ______________________ #_______

STATE REPORT OUTLINE

· For items that are in bold- students must write outline notes  on Index Cards

1. Cover

2. Table of Contents

3. Introduction

4 Geography:

a. _____________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________


b. _____________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________

5. History:


6. Famous People:

7. Natural Resources:




​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 



​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 


8. Climate:




​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 



​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 


9. State Symbols:

a.    


b. 


c. _____________________________________________________

10. Closing Paragraph (reactions) 

11. Bibliography 

Book: ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Book: ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Book/Encyclopedia: 

______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________

Source: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Source: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

State: _____________________________              Name______________________#____

STATE MAP INFORMATION

State Capitol:             

Size:



Date Founded:

Governor:



Representatives:
Senators:








3 major cities:  

1 College:     


Why is it Famous?

4 Major Geographical Locations: 

(mountains, lakes, rivers, etc.)

3 Historical Events Locations:  


Why are they Important?

PREPARING YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY

In every report you do, you need to list the sources where you found your information.  The bibliography page is at the end of your report.  To write your bibliography, utilize the example below to list your sources in proper format. 

1. Books: One Author—Provide author (last name, first name), title, place of publication: publishing company, and year of publication.
Catton, Bruse.  Grant Takes Command.  Boston: McGraw-Hill, 1979.

2. Books: More than One Author—The names of second and third authors are given in normal order, first names first.
Jewett, Frances, and Clare McCausland.  Plant Hunters.  New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1958.

3. Books: Using Certain Pages—

Spanight, Robert.  The Life of Hilaire Balloc.  London: Farrar, Atraus, and Cudahy, 1957.  75-79.

4. Magazine—Provide author. “Title of article.” Title of magazine, date (day month year): page numbers.
Kazin, Alfred.  “Hemingway As His Own Fable.”  Atlantic,  June 1964: 54-57.

5. Encyclopedia— Provide author. “Title of article,” Title of the encyclopedia, edition and/or volume, date published.
Pond, Bremer W.  “Landscape Architecture,” Encyclopedia Americana, 1962 ed., vol. 16, 867-904.

6. Internet—Provide author if known, “the title of the WWW page,” the title of the electronic site, the date you accessed the information, and the electronic address.
Adams, Henry. “The Education of Henry Adams: An Autobiography.” The American Studies Group 4 Mar. 2005. http:xroads.virginia.edu/hadams.html.

All sources in a bibliography are listed alphabetically by author’s last name!!!

· You must use at least two sources for this report.  

· All sources used to write your report must be listed. 
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Next come the pages for categories 4 through 10.  For each category you must do the required work.  Also, you must select at least one choice. You can do more. The more you do, the better your report will be! 





Finally, finish your report with these two categories.
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